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their vantage ground. On this errand the whole Persian
cavalry was despatched under Masistios, a leader noted
Death of the for his bravery. Hard pressed by his at-
gooerai tacks, the Megarians sent a message to Pausa-
Masistios. nias to say that without speedy support they
must give way. But even the Spartans, it would seem,
held back, although the Persian horsemen rode up and
reviled them as women. At length 3,000 Athenians
advanced to the aid of the Megarians, and presently the
horse of Masistios, wounded by an arrow, reared and
threw its rider. Masistios was already slain before his
men, who had fallen back to make ready for another
charge, were aware of what had happened. The fierce
conflict which followed ended in the victory of the
Athenians ; and a piercing wail of grief from the Persians
rent the air, while the body of the fallen general, stretched
on a chariot, was carried along the ranks of the Greeks,
who crowded to see his grand and beautiful form.

The Greeks now resolved to move from Erythrai nearer
to Plataia, as a better position both for encamping and
inaction of ^or watering. Their road led them by Hysiai to
both armies, ground stretching from the fountain or spring
of Gargaphia to the shrine of the hero Androkrates and
broken by low hills rising from the plain. But although
the two armies were thus brought near to each other, the
final conflict was delayed by the omens which were in-
terpreted by the soothsayers on either side as unfavour*
able to the aggressor ; and Mardonios could do nothing
more than dispatch his cavalry to the pass of the Oak
Heads (Dryoskephalai) where 500 beasts laden with corn
were cut off with the men who had brought them from
the Peloponnesos. At last the Persian leader, thoroughly
wearied out, and fearing that his men might be cowed
with superstitious terror, summoned his officers, it is
said, and asked them whether there was any oracle